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By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

For Bear Nation, 
there’s a new “gun 
slinger” in charge of the 
potent Black-and-Gold 
offense for the 2019 
season.

Although he has big 
shoes to fill, including 
four straight all-state 
QB awards, Bradley 
head coach Damon 
Floyd is expecting his 
new signal caller, Javin 
Burke, to be able to pick 
up the mantel and etch 
his name on the im-
pressive list.

“I’ve told Javin to be 
Javin. Don’t try to be 
anybody else,” Floyd 
related. “Javin has 
enough talent around 
him that as long as he 
doesn’t try to win the 
game himself, good 
things will happen.”

The 6-foot, 
200-pound junior 
transfer from McCal-
lie, spent his freshman 
year at Cleveland High, 
where he was brief ly 
forced into the starting 
lineup due to multi-
ple QB injuries for the 
Raiders that season.

Burke completed 
10-of-16 passes for 123 
yards and a TD while 
wearing the Raider uni-
form in 2017. He played 
strictly junior varsity 
for the Blue Tornado 
last fall before coming 
to Bradley in January.

“He’s the strongest 
player on our team and 
one of the fastest. He 
looks like a 25-year-
old man,” assessed 
Floyd. “He’s a straight 
A student. He leads us 
on and off the field. He 
always wants to put in 
extra work.

Burke has a pletho-
ra of talented targets 
around him, including 
highly-recruited junior 
Tray Curry and three-
year starter Saylor 
Clark on the outside, 
plus a top-notch run-
ning back in senior 
Ricky McCleary.

The new Bear QB will 
also have a very famil-
iar face to get the ball 
to — his twin brother, 
Javon Burke (5-foot-11, 
170), who transferred to 
Bradley after his fresh-
man season.

“Javon (Burke) will 
help us at both running 
back and receiver. He 
is a guy who can do 
a lot of things for us 
once we get the ball in 
his hands,” remarked 
Floyd. 

“He has 4.5 speed (in 

the 40-yard dash), and 
is our fastest player 
since Deonte Lindsey 
(2009). He played JV 
for us last year, so he 
already knows our sys-
tem.”

Floyd feels good 
about the Bear offense 
heading into season.

“We have more talent 
than we’ve ever had at 
receiver and potentially 
the best offensive line 
since I’ve been here, to 
go with the first 1,000-
yard returning rusher 
(Ricky McCleary) we’ve 
had in a long time.”

The last Bear ball 
carrier to eclipse the 
millennial mark was 
Justin Houston in 2011 
with 1,006 yards. 

The 5-foot-10, 
195-pound McCleary 
averaged almost 6 
1/2 yards a touch last 
season. He gained 1,154 
yards on 183 carries 
and scored 11 TDs, plus 
caught seven passes for 
another 67 yards and a 
score.

“It all starts with 
running the ball and 
with the guys we have, 
running behind this 
line, that should give us 
a good base to do what 
we want to do,” the 
Bear mentor expressed.

Tray Curry, who had 
101 yards on 26 carries, 
including a score last 
season, will also run 
the ball some.

Junior Ike Phanor (5-
foot-9, 205) saw mostly 
JV action last year, but 
did average 8.8 yards 
on a half dozen varsity 
carries last season.

“We also have Ri-
ley Harmon, (former 
Bear and Tennessee 
All-American) Chris 
White’s nephew, who 
has transferred in from 
Baylor,” related Floyd of 
the 5-foot-9, 165-pound 
junior. “He is another 
running back we feel 
comfortable giving the 
ball to.”

With just the loss of 
just one receiver (Ethan 
Vaughn) to graduation, 
the Bear receiving 
corps remain as one of 
the top in the state.

The one-two punch of 
Clark and Curry com-
bined for almost 1,500 
yards on 118 targets 
and 15 TDs last fall.

Earning All-Region 
honors, Clark led the 
squad with 924 yards 
on 67 receptions for 
a 13.9 average per 
catch. The 6-foot-1, 
180-pound senior found 
the end zone 11 times. 

“We’re hoping he can 

duplicate what he did 
last year,” said Floyd. 
“He’s another guy that 
does everything right. 
He’s a hard worker. His 
teammates voted him 
as a team captain.

“He’s one of those 
guys you love to coach. 
Shows up every day 
and works hard and it 
shows in his results on 
the field.”

Having received of-
fers from numerous Big 
5 Conference schools, 
including Tennessee 
and Georgia, Curry has 
even drawn an offer 
to play basketball at  
Auburn.

The 6-foot-4, 
205-pound speedster 
has 616 yards on 59 
catches and a half doz-
en scores the last two 
seasons. 

“He has loads of po-
tential. He needs to be 
a big play guy for us,” 
remarked Floyd. “He 
will have a lot of atten-

tion put on him by the 
opponents.”

Along with the “Dy-
namic Duo,” the Bears 
have some other hidden 
weapons they are ready 
to spring.

Two-sport athlete 
Ashton Boyd (5-foot-
9, 160) returns for his 
senior year after aver-

aging 13.4 yards (188 
total) on his 14 catches 
last season, with one 
finding paydirt.

“He does all the dirty 
work. He understands 
that playing with Tray 
and Saylor, he’s not 
always going to get he 
ball, but when he does, 
he’s very reliable,” re-

marked Floyd.
“He’s another guy 

that runs well and 
catches the ball when 
we go his way. He’s 
what you want out of 
senior receiver.”

A couple of new faces 
will be on the outside 
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Bears anxious to get season started
By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

Although it’s having to replace a 
record-setting quarterback, Bradley 
Central shouldn’t have any trouble put-
ting points on the scoreboard again this 
gridiron season.

The big question is, whether or not 
are they going to be able to prevent the 
opposition from doing the same?

“We have eight starters back on 
off ense, but only three on defense,” 
related head coach Damon Floyd as he 
is preparing for his 14th season as the 
“Papa Bear.”

Bradley’ potent onslaught gained 
4,180 yards and scored 332 points 
while going 7-4 and making their ninth 
straight trip to the TSSAA playoff s last 
season.

“We have the vast majority of our skill 
players back, plus we’ve added a few 
more that are showing great promise,” 
remarked Floyd.

The key loss to graduation was 
two-time all-state quarterback Dylan 
Standifer, who is now across town at 
Lee University continuing his baseball 
career.  

“You can’t replace Dylan. He’s spe-
cial,” proclaimed Floyd. “Along with 
putting up several school records, he 
was a special leader on the team all the 
way around.

“We’ve had a tremendous run of quar-
terbacks with Dylan and Cole (Cope-
land) being able to see and learn from 
their older brothers — Brett (Standifer, 
the new Bear QB coach) and Bryce 
(Copeland).”

The Bears got an unexpected boost in 
the signal calling category last January, 
when after a year at McCallie, former 
Cleveland Blue Raider Javin Burke 
decided to join his twin brother, Javon, 
in the Black-and-Gold.

“We feel very fortunate with him 
being our quarterback,” 
Floyd remarked. “He has the 
tools to be successful. The 
way our off ense is designed, 
our quarterbacks have put 
up lots of numbers in the 
past and we expect that to 
continue.

“He doesn’t need to try to 
win the game himself. He 
needs to let the game come 
to him. There may be some 
situations where he needs to 
take the game over, and he has the skill 
to do that, but he needs to let the guys 
around him make plays and not try to 
force things.”

Stepping behind a veteran off ensive 
line, that averages 280-pounds, the 
talented prospect has plenty of weapons 
at his disposal, including the return 
of 1,100-yard rusher Ricky McCleary, 
plus possibly the best one-two receiving 
punches in the state — Saylor Clark and 
Tray Curry.

Not to mention several others who 
have stepped up ready to shine, includ-
ing his brother, Javon, who Floyd says 
is the fastest player Bradley has had in 
a decade.

The main challenge for the Bears is 
on the defensive side of the ball with 
graduation hitting hard (seven starters), 
plus an unfortunate injury in the spring 

game costing All-Region linebacker 
Kins Hooper his junior season.

As usual, playing at the Class 6A level 
is a tough row to hoe no matter how 
much talent you have.

“We have a tough schedule as always 
with only four home games — Farragut 

(Aug. 23), Heritage (Sept. 
6), Cleveland (Oct. 4) and 
William Blount (Oct. 18),” 
Floyd assessed.

The Bears will face six 
2018 playoff  teams, includ-
ing three of four non-region 
opponents, with Farragut 
making the state quarterfi -
nals and Maryville beating 
the Admirals to advance to 
the state semis.

With Rhea County decid-
ing not to continue playing the Bears, 
Bradley picked up a tough Knoxville 
opponent — Bearden. 

“We split with them when we were in 
the Super 32 together. They are anoth-
er succesful playoff  program,” Floyd 
stated.

Bradley will also play county-rival 
Walker Valley (Aug. 30) and familiar 
foe Soddy-Daisy (Oct. 25) in non-league 
battles.

Other key Region 2-6A matches 
include road trips to face 16-time state 
champion Maryville (Oct. 11), plus 
longtime rivals Ooltewah (Sept. 20) and 
McMinn County, in the fi nal game of 
the regular season (Nov. 1).

“Our region starts with Maryville at 
the top and the rest of us trying to catch 
up. There are several teams that are 
very close together, competing for the 

other (three) playoff  spots,” commented 
Floyd.

Greeting 96 hopefuls — including 19 
seniors, 18 juniors, 28 sophomores and 
29 freshmen — this fall was a veteran 
Bear coaching staff  that includes a half 
dozen that have been with the program 
for 10 or more years.

Assistant coaches Keith Freeman (19 
at Bradley, 29 overall) and Scott Ford 
(14) have been with Floyd since he took 
over the program in 2016, while Todd 
Stevison (13) and David Phillips (13) 
came on board the following cam-
paign. 

Blake Gideon and Buck Watson both 
have 10 years on the Bradley sideline, 
although the latter is returning this sea-
son after  seven years as an elementary 
principal.

Former Bear Matt Moody has been 
with his alma mater seven years, win-
ning the Region 2-6A Off ensive Coor-
dinator of the Year in his fi rst season in 
the position.

Shane  Blaylock has spent the last fi ve 
years of his 22-year coaching career at 
Bradley, while Garrett Payne is starting 
his third season. Colby Dills and Daniel 
Hearn came on board last year.

New this campaign is Brett Standifer, 
who has spent a couple of season at pe-
rennial playoff  powerhouse Elizabeth-
ton, and Tyler Payne.

“Having so many of our coaches 
together for so long makes practices 
and games so much easier,” commented 
Floyd. “Everybody knows what to do 
when we hit the fi eld. The players have 
been dealing with mostly the same 
coaches for the entire careers.”

New QB to lead potent Bradley offense

See OFFENSE, Page D9
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Raiders looking for continuous improvement
By RICHARD ROBERTS
Sports Editor

Even with years of ex-
perience, moving into a 
new job is never as easy 
as one might hope. But, 
for first-year Blue Raid-
ers coach Marty Wheel-
er, the transition from 
Covington to Cleveland 
is turning ever more 
positive  as familiarity 
with staff and players 
becomes routine.

“I think it’s gotten to 
be a lot more of a com-
fortable feeling on my 
end with the coaching 
staff, trainers and all the 
way down to the play-
ers,” Wheeler said. “I’ve 
been here long enough 
now where I think our 
guys are starting to 
understand what we are 
going to expect out of 
them, or a good bit of it.”

Wheeler compared the 
transition to trying to 
get from one goal line 
to the other. The team 
is moving forward but it 
is a slow pace. The good 
news is the Raiders are 
buying into his philos-
ophies and are working 
hard to progress for-
ward.

“We’re getting three 
yards to a pop,” he said. 
“We haven’t broken any 
long runs yet, but we are 
making progress. Are lot 
of the things are new to 
them, not just scheme-
wise, but day-to-day. I 
do see a change in the 
right direction,” said the 
coach.

Wheeler said prepa-
ration is the key and he 
and his staff are doing 
all they can to put the 
Raiders in situations 
outside of their comfort 
zones in order to keep 
the team moving and 
growing.

The new Raider wran-
gler said the process will 
be day-to-day and week-
to-week and if the team 
can focus on the inner 
workings of the family 
and leave the distrac-
tions on the sidelines, the 
chances of success will 

be greatly increased.
“I see the possibility to 

get better each and every 
week and hopefully — if 
we stay healthy and the 
guys continue to buy 
into what we believe in 
— we can be a team that 
can be a very much im-
proved team by the end 
of the season,” he said.

The Blue Raiders have 
the luxury of returning 
several players to skill 
positions along with 
some veteran linemen, 
where Wheeler says suc-
cess on the fi eld begins. 
Cleveland has men on 
the line who have been 
around the program, but 
are tasked with learning 
a new off ensive scheme.

“Guys like Jax Lam-
bert, Austin Allen, Evan 
Neil are guys who have 
experience from last 
year,” observed Wheeler. 
“Then you have guys like 
Johnny Gregg who has 
moved to the off ensive 
line this year and Ste-
phen Azbill who switched 
sides of the ball. I believe 
it starts with them. I see 
them defi nitely making 
progress.

“I feel like skill-wise, 

if we can get the ball to 
them, and protect our 
quarterback we’ve got 
some guys who can make 
some plays. It’s going to 
depend on how well we 
do up front, but you can 
say that about most every 
off ense,” said 
the coach.

The Raiders 
will be led 
under center 
by junior Gage 
Kinsey, who 
Wheeler feels 
is up to the job.

“I feel like 
Gage has some 
savvy about 
him. He’s more 
of a ‘lead by example’ 
type guy — he doesn’t 
say a whole lot. I think 
our guys respect him. 
He is really an example 
of one out our guys who 
has gotten better. I think 
he has the capability of 
being able to lead our 
offense the way we want 
him to,” Wheeler said of 
his field general. “The 
quarterback is only 
as good as the people 
around him. We’ve got 
to do a good job with 
the people around him 

doing their part. If we’re 
able to to that he has 
the capability of doing 
everything we need him 
to do.”

The Cleveland defense 
will return with fewer 
veterans than the off ense 

from a year 
ago. Wheeler 
and company 
are working 
tirelessly to 
keep rotation 
to a minimum. 
The Raiders 
are not without 
experience on 
the defensive 
side of the ball, 
however.

“We do return some 
guys who have a lot of 
playing time and have a 
lot of experience,” said 
Wheeler.

 Zach Turner, Parker 
Chastain and Loe Palelei, 
who saw a  lot of action 
as a freshman, along 
with brother Montey 
Palelei and Derontae 
Boyd, will bring their 
know-how to the fi eld for 
Cleveland.

“We’ve got some guys 
who have some game 
experience on that side of 

the ball at the linebacker 
spot. We’re young expe-
rience-wise up front and 
in the secondary a little 
bit,” Wheeler acknowl-
edged. “Our defensive 
coaches are doing a great 
job of trying to get our 
guys prepared. I’m excit-
ed to see how our defense 
plays.”

The coach is hoping 
the off ense and defense 
will be able to be eff ec-
tive as soon as possible, 
but feels the defense has 
the capability of being 
productive early.

Wheeler sees in the 
Blue Raiders a team that 
has defi nite potential, 
but one that is still in 
the process of learning 
how to learn and how to 
become better as individ-
uals and as a team. He 
wants to focus on con-
tinued improvement by 
paying attention to the 
basics and importance 
of doing the small things 
right. 

Breaking bad habits 
and creating positive 
habits is high on the list 
of accomplishments the 
CHS staff  is working to 
bring to the forefront.  

“Habits are very easy 
to create and very hard 
to break. We are in such 
a learning stage,” he 
noted. “Right now we 
are focusing on the day 
we are in. We want to 
be better today than we 
were yesterday. That’s all 
we are really focused on 
at this point. Honestly, 
that’s all I ever focus on, 
one day at a time. I think 
if you get caught looking 
down the road or see the 
big picture too much you 
are missing some things 
you need to be paying 
attention to on a day-to-
day basis.”

The pieces of the puz-
zle seem to be in the box 
for the Blue Raiders, but 
the job of laying the piec-
es out and fi tting them 
together could take some 
time. Paying attention to 
details and continuous 
eff ort to move forward 
will determine the 
success for Cleveland in 
2019.

“Our goal is to compete 
the right way each and 
every week. I think if we 
focus on little things and 
pay attention to details 
and get caught up and 
concerned with what’s 
going on today, the piec-
es of the puzzle will fi t 
together,” said Wheeler. 
“It will really depend on 
how coachable the guys 
are and I see them trying 
to be coachable. We are 
making improvements 
on that.

“When we’re coachable 
we do things pretty well. 
I see things happening 
out there that look the 
way they are supposed 
to look. When we are 
not coachable it doesn’t 
look anything like it’s 
supposed to look. There 
is no in between for 
us — we’ve got to be a 
blue collar team, a hard 
working team and a team 
that comes in every day 
with a mindset to get 
better, absorb every bit 
of coaching it can and 
what mistakes we make, 

See RAIDERS, Page D10
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By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

For the fi rst time in 20 
years a new engineer is 
driving the Big Red Train 
down the tracks this fall, 
but it’s a familiar face to 
the players and fans.

In January, after 123 
wins in 211 games, Der-
rick Davis stepped away 
from the program he and 
his dad, Larry, for which 
the school’s football com-
plex is named, played 
and directed for more 
than a half century.

With the dynamic 
Davis duo now donning 
the hated Columbia Blue 
of archrival McMinn 
Central, the Wildcats are 
in the hands of longtime 
assistant Rusty Brewer. 

“We’ve had a lot of suc-
cess in the time I’ve been 
here as an assistant, so 
we’re going to keep the 
style of play we’ve had,” 
related the new “Top Cat” 
after 10 years alongside 
Davis, plus seven as the 
school’s head boys’ bas-
ketball coach.

“We are just expand-
ing on what we’ve done, 
tweaking a little bit here 
and there, but we defi -
nitely haven’t shelved it.

“With me having been 
here, the guys (players) 
know me, plus us keeping 
the same basic off ense 
and defense, the transi-
tion has been easier than 
if someone new came 
in and had to start over 
from scratch,” Brewer 
assessed.

“A lot of the things we 
did are good, so we are 
going to continue with 
those. We aren’t going to 
the spread (off ense), as 
some people have asked. 
We are going to keep 
the same hard-nosed, 
ground-and-pound game 

Polk County is known 
for.”

Brewer who gave up 
the hoops coaching fi ve 
years ago so he’d have 
more time to watch his 
own children play sports, 
has retained former 
Wildcat 
standout 
Tanner 
Plemons 
as his 
defensive 
coordi-
nator and 
longtime 
Polk prin-
cipal, ath-
letic director and coach 
Ron German (LB/OL) on 
his staff .

Coming aboard to aid 
the program are girls’ 
basketball head coach 
Caleb Hindman (LB/SE), 
Matt Lowe (DB/RB) and 
former Big Red Train 
locomotive Zach Miller 
(DL/RB).

The ‘Cats opened fall 
camp with 44 players, 
including “14 freshmen, 
with about fi ve others 
that didn’t play a year 
ago,” Brewer related.

“We return fi ve starters 
on each side of the ball, 
but most of those play 
both ways. We have three 
returning O-linemen, 
plus two that saw action 
last year as fi ll ins. We 
also return a tight end 

and a split 
end.”

“Gradu-
ation also 
hit us hard 
in terms 
of the skill 
positions, 
so our 
backfi eld 
is new,” 

expressed Brewer. “One 
plus of keeping the same 
schemes is the guys who 
are stepping in have 
experience with it at the 
JV level. So we’re not 
starting completely over.

“We’ll have seven guys 
going both ways, with the 
others being defensive 
lineman rolling in. The 
majority of our skill guys 
are going to have to play 
both sides of the ball,” he 
added. 

Unfortunately the ‘Cats 
were dealt a tough blow 

in last week’s scrimmage 
at Murray County (Ga.) 
when the lone returning 
starter in the backfi eld 
went down with a sea-
son-ending injury.

Junior fullback Eddie 
Lamb, who has gained 
1,013 yards and scored 10 
TDs on 236 touches the 
last two seasons, tore his 
ACL in the practice game.

“He’ll be our work-
horse back,” Brewer 
had said recently of the 
5-foot-8, 180-pounder.  
The cut goes deeper as 
Lamb was also a starting 
safety on the defensive 
side of the ball.

Brewer stated soph-
omore Aiden French 
(5-foot-10, 200) will step 

into the Lamb’s spot in 
the backfi eld.

Seniors Alex Williams 
(5-foot-11, 145), Levin 
Harz (5-foot-10, 155) and 
Nathaniel Martin (6-foot, 
200) will join French as 
the main ball carriers. 
Williams and Harz com-
bined for 48 yards on 13 
carries last season.

“Martin has been a 

good surprise,” remarked 
Brewer. “He played as 
a sophomore, but not 
last year. He’ll also play 
linebacker.”

Taking over the signal 
calling duties will be 
Kole Green, a 6-foot-2, 
155-pound junior.

“He was the JV quar-

By RICHARD ROBERTS
Sports Editor

First-year Walker Val-
ley football coach Drew 
Akins has a vision for 
his new team. 

That vision is to 
return the Mustangs to 
a confident, coachable 
football team that wants 
to be coached and shows 
up to compete every 
Friday night. Akins said 
that vision of success 
begins with a team that 
plays with passion for 
48 minutes and his job 
is to see to it he does 
everything in his power 
to ensure success for his 
players.

The Mustangs, who 
have recorded just one 
win in their last 21 
games, open the sea-
son on the road against 
Karns Friday at 7:30 
p.m. They have come to 
camp in 2019 hungry to 
get back to a winning 
program according to 
Akins. The climb to 
success will not be easy, 
but he said the team is 
up to the challenge and 
he likes what he has 
seen so far.

The Mustangs opened 
the new campaign with 
a camp week consisting 
of a grueling five hour 
schedule new to the 
Walker Valley program. 
The afternoons be-
gan with an hour-long 

meeting followed by an 
hour-long lift session 
followed by a quick 
dinner and another 
20-minute meeting. The 
day capped off with a 
two-hour practice — all 
designed to build the 
team physically and 
mentally to the point 
Friday night will be 
easier than practice 
sessions.

“We’re trying to put 
them through the fire,” 
said Akins. “We’ve 
always said in the pro-
grams I’ve been around 
that practice time 
should be way harder 
than Friday night is. 

This is preparing us 
for what a Friday night 
should feel like.”

The Mustangs have 
also been 
busy learn-
ing new 
offensive 
and defen-
sive schemes 
while get-
ting to know 
some new 
coaches 
brought in 
by Akins.

Three new faces on 
the offensive side, in-
cluding Akins, and two 
on the defensive side 
will teach the Walker 

Valley football team 
their blue print for suc-
cess. Along with Akins, 
Tyler Pope, who coached 

at Bradley 
Central, 
will be the 
quarter-
backs coach 
for the 
Mustangs. 
Durrel 
Woods 
(Ooltewah) 
will lead 

the receivers. Derrick 
Vestal (McMinn County 
and McMinn Central) 
will coach defensive 
backs. Tyler Harvey (Se-
quatchie County) will 

install the Mustangs’ 
Stacks Defense.

“There is something 
to be said for a staff that 
has great chemistry. It’s 
one of the most enjoy-
able staffs (I’ve worked 
with). They enjoy being 
around each other. They 
want to be here. They 
work their tails off. 
Every single guy on our 
staff pulls his weight 
and it’s fun to see,” said 
the head coach.

The Mustangs’ skip-
per is confident in 
transfer quarterback 
Tucker Pope and said 
the receiving squad is 
one that can make some 

noise offensively.
“Offensively I think 

we are going to be 
pretty talented throw-
ing the football. Tucker 
Pope is just a really 
talented kid. He’s got 
a lot of arm talent. He 
understands football 
and he’s a football 
player. He’s a football 
player who can real-
ly throw it. It’s fun to 
have that. I haven’t had 
many of those through 
my career. He can put 
the ball in spots that 
not everybody can put 
it in,” Akins said. 

“We’ve got receivers in 
Charlie Swafford, Reid 
Gibson, Daniel Denton 
and Brody Swafford. 
We’ve got some young 
receivers that can play 
as well. Griffin Broome 
is going to be an athlete 
for us. We’ve got some 
weapons of skill that I 
think we can throw to.”

He is also pleased 
with the progress and 
physicality of his “vio-
lent” offensive line and 
said the Mustangs will 
play to what the oppos-
ing defense is offering. 

“If we throw the ball 
around and they start 
stacking the secondary, 
we’ve got to be able to 
run against a weakened 
box,” the coach said. “I 
think we are going to 
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GOOD LUCK!
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2019 POLK COUNTY WILDCAT SENIORS

Akins has vision of success for Mustangs

New engineer takes over Big Red Train

See MUSTANGS, Page D11

See ENGINEER, Page D10
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as well in junior Kanon 
Hall (5-foot-9, 165) 
and sophomore Destun 
Thomas (6-foot-1, 185).

“Kanon transfered to 
us from Polk County 
after his freshman year, 
had to sit out (varsity), 
but did played JV last 
year,” Floyd explained. 
“By the end of this year, 
if he stays healthy, peo-
ple are going to know 
his name.

“He could be the best 
athlete on our team. 
He’s Justin Houston 
made over. When the 
ball is in his hands, he’s 
going to make some-
thing happen. He’s got 
good speed and good 
hands.”

The son of former 
local standout athlete 
John “JT” Thomas, 
Destun has impressed 
the Bear coaches as 
well.

“He’s solid. If he’s not 
in the starting lineup 
on Friday night’s he’s 
still going to get a lot of 
reps. He’s had a really 
good fall camp,” stated 
Floyd.   

While the majority 
of the Bradley passing 
game attention is on 
the outside, there is a 
big gun they are able to 
utilize inside as well in 
sophomore TE Karter 
Howard (6-foot-4, 225).

“He has good size, 
good hands. We con-

sider him a starter, 
even though the way we 
line up doesn’t always 
have a tight end. It will 
depend on what kind of 
defense we are facing,” 
the Bear mentor com-
mented.

Opening holes for the 
f leet-footed runners 
and providing protec-
tion for the passing 
game to develop, the 
veteran Bear offensive 
line has four returning 
starters and averages 
280 pounds across the 
front.

Back at left tackle is 
All-Region senior Jerad 
Fox (6-foot-3, 330), 
“one of the best offen-
sive linemen since I’ve 
been here,” declared 
Floyd. 

“He’s smart, he’s big, 
he’s physical. Multi-
year (3) starter and 
even played some as a 
freshman. He’s a very 
hard worker.”

Beside Fox will be 
the lone newcomer in 

the trenches, junior 
Bennett Burris (6-foot, 
250).

“He played golf as a 
freshman, but came 
over to us last year,” 
Floyd related. “If you’d 
told me last year he’d 
be a starter, I’d doubted 
it.

“He’s an example of 
getting into the weight 
room and working 
hard. He’s put on about 
40 pounds of muscle. 
He has worked his tail 
off to get into this posi-
tion.”

Center Jake Tipton 
(5-foot-11, 250) a re-

turning senior starter. 
“A hard-nosed, gritty 
competitor. He came 
in and started the 
Dobyns-Bennett play-
off game two years ago 
because of an injury 
and we never missed a 
beat. He’s a fighter,” his 
coach proclaimed.

Also back is the right 
side of the line with se-
niors Michael Holyfield 
(6-foot-3, 290) and CJ 
Dills (6-foot, 260) as 
guard and tackle re-
spectively.

“Holyfield’s body has 
completely changed 
since he came here. 

He’s a 4.0 student. He 
loves the game and has 
aspirations of playing 
in college next year. 
He’s lived in the weight 
room for four years,” 
praised Floyd.

“Dills was voted a 
team captain by his 
teammates. He can play 
all five spots on the 
offensive line and on 
defense as well. He’s 
really strong and has 
also worked really hard 
in the weight room for 
four years. He’s smart. 
His experience should 
pay off this year,” the 
Bear mentor declared.

Also expected to see 
time in the trenches 
on Friday nights are 
sophomores Tucker 
Beshears (6-foot-2, 
240) and Gabe Camp-
bell (6-foot-2, 255), 
along with junior Caden 
Moore (6-foot-4, 330).

After averaging 
over 30 points and 
380 yards of offense 
last season, the Bear 
offense is hoping to 
push those impressive 
numbers even higher in 
the 2019 campaign as 
they go after their 10th 
straight TSSAA Playoff 
berth.

‘Black Hole Defense’ has plenty of holes to fi ll
By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

While the Bradley 
offense only had a trio 
of starting slots open 
up, the “Black Hole De-
fense” graduated seven 
starters and was dealt a 
tremendous blow in the 
spring.

“We only have three 
(starters) back on de-
fense,” remarked Bear 
head coach Damon 
Floyd, who is also the 
team’s Defensive Coor-
dinator.

“We lost all three up 
front, two linebackers, 
three counting Kins 
Hooper being out for 
the season, and a pair 
of defensive backs.”

Hooper, an All-Re-
gion 2-6A performer as 
a sophomore linebacker 
last season, was in on  
goalline offense drills 
as an extra blocker, 
when he tore his ACL 
near the end of the 
spring game at Aus-
tin-East.

The son of Bear and 
Ole Miss standout Kin-
ny Hooper, the 6-foot, 
200-pounder tied for 
the team lead with a 
half dozen sacks last 
season, plus was second 
with 50 total tackles, 
30 of which were solos. 
He had eight TFLs and 

a takeaway.
The Black-and-Gold 

defense will have all 
new starters up in the 
trenches, with five guys 
vying for the three 
slots.

Senior Tucker Car-
penter (6-foot, 240) has 
made a position change 
to defensive end to help 
out the team.

“He has waited his 
chance. He played 

linebacker last year, 
but as strong as he 
is, we needed him up 
front,” Floyd said of 
Tyler Capenter’s young-
er brother, who at one 
time played some QB 
for the Bears

“We expect him to 
have a very productive 
year. He had a really, 
really good spring. Has 
stayed in the weight 
room, worked hard.”

Battling it out for the 
other DE spot is senior 
TJ Jones (6-foot-3, 200) 
and junior transfer CJ 
Hardy (6-foot, 235).

“Jones is a guy who 
can play all three 
postions and can 
move around for us up 
front,” related Floyd. 
“He played O-Line his 
first three years, but 
we switched him over 
for team need, plus he’s 

a guy that deserves a 
chance to be on the 
field on Friday nights.

“Hardy moved in 
from Kentucky and 
has a highly-recruited 
cousin at McCallie. He 
hasn’t been with us 
long, but he has every-
thing you’d want in a 
DE. He moves well, he’s 
strong, works really 
hard in practice,” the 
Bear coach assessed.

Bradley will inter-
change a pair of nose-
men in the middle. 

“We’ll play two of 
them,” Floyd stated of 
junior Brandon Cruz 
(5-foot-10, 200) and 
sophomore Nadavien 
Richards (5-foot-9, 
250).

“Cruz is a little faster, 
while Richards is more 
of a gap-filler and a lot 
stronger. We feel both 
of them will help us a 
lot.”

Senior Cam Arrowood 
(5-foot-10, 195) is the 
lone returning start-
er at linebacker, but 
he is having to switch 
from the outside to the 
“Mike” position due to 
the injury to Hooper.

“He’s another guy the 
team voted as a captain. 
He’s a ‘Bradley kid’ that 
grew up wanting to play 
here. He has grown up 
in the weight room,” 
Floyd commented.

“He played running 
back for several years, 
so he’s got good speed, 
but has really done 
a great job for us on 
defense. He’s exactly 
what you want in a high 
school linebacker.”

Seven of Arrowood’s 
37 tackles last season 
came behind the line of 

See DEFENSE, Page D12

From Page D2

OFFENSE: New QB to lead potent Bradley offense
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2019 BRADLEY CENTRAL BEAR COACHES

2019 Football Schedules
Bradley Central Bears

Aug. 23 Farragut                7:30
Aug. 30 at Walker Valley         7:30
Sept. 6 Heritage*                7:30
Sept. 13 at Bearden                7:30
Sept. 20 at Ooltewah*               7:30
Sept. 27 Open
Oct. 4 Cleveland*                7:30
Oct. 11 at Maryville*                7:30
Oct. 18 Wm Blount*                7:30
Oct. 25 at Soddy-Daisy          7:30
Nov. 1 at McMinn County*   7:30
* Region 2-6A opponents
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correct those mistakes.”
Success for the coming 

campaign is admittedly 
a foggy crystal ball for 
the Blue Raiders as the 
season gets ready to kick 
off. Wheeler said the 
answer to that question 
will be the same in 10 
years as it is in 2019: 
Learning to control what 
they can and working 
through what cannot be 
controlled will define 
the season for the Raid-
ers.

“The end product for 
us is not clear at the mo-
ment. It depends on how 
well we do the things we 
can control, then how 
lucky we are on things 
we can’t control,” said 
the coach.

No matter the final 
outcome of his first 
season at the helm 
of the Blue Raiders, 
Wheeler sees a positive 
future for the program 
and is looking forward 

to the journey. He is 
pleased with what he 
has seen on the middle 
school level and is look-
ing forward to bringing 
more Raiders into the 
fold.

“I’m very excited 

about the future. Our 
young guys are getting 
a ton of reps. They are 
getting the same coach-
ing our older guys are 
getting and our mid-
dle school program is 
second to none. Those 

guys are passionate 
about Cleveland foot-
ball. That’s really a 
good thing to have in 
your program as a head 
coach,” Wheeler said.

“I think the future is 
really bright at Cleve-

land. We’ve got to take 
care of what we’re 
supposed to take care of 
and our kids have got to 
understand you have to 
work for things of any 
value — I’m a believer in 
that,” Wheeler said. “If 

it’s something you have 
to work for it will mean 
more to you. Nothing 
is going to be given to 
you here. I feel really 
good about our young 
guys and where we are 
headed.”

terback last year and 
played a lot in the sec-
ondary for us. He’ll also 
be a DB again this year,” 
the ‘Cat coach explained.

“He’s very athletic. Has 
a good arm, so he can 
throw it when the need 
arises. We feel comfort-
able with the ball in his 
hands. He’s quick on 
his feet and makes good 
decisions.”

Green’s targets include 
returnee Tim Burgess 
(6-foot-2, 190), who av-
erage 13.7 yards on seven 
receptions last year, at 
tight end.

Seniors Preston Hig-
gins (6-foot-1, 165) and 
Zac Mitchell (6-foot-2, 
175), along with junior 
Chace Campbell (6-foot-
2, 205), will be at split 
end. Mitchell and Camp-
bell can also play TE 
when needed. 

In the trenches, se-
niors Peyton Chambers 
(5-foot-11, 220) and 
Sean Lee (6-foot-2, 245) 
return, as well as junior 
Cameron Coff ey (6-foot-
4, 265). 

Junior Ethan Stiles 
(6-foot-2, 240) will be 
the center and junior 
Gavin Dunkle (5-foot-10, 
205), who started at the 
fi rst of last season before 
tearing his ACL, will be 
back.

Polk graduated Alex 
Pell, an all-state line-
man, who is now playing 
at Shorter University in 
Georgia.

On the defensive side 
of the ball, the ‘Cats will 
rotate 10 guys up front in 
its 4-3 alignment.

“We feel good about 
our front line,” pro-
claimed Plemons. “We’ve 
got a lot of kids with 
game experience. Four of 
our fi ve tackles saw time 

on Fridays last year.”
Coff ey, Lee, Stiles, 

senior Dillon Laney (5-
foot-11, 250) and sopho-
more Bo Frank (6-foot-1, 
245) will clog up the 
middle, while Chambers 
and Mitchell will start on 
the outside with Camp-
bell, along with juniors 

Tanner Meachen (6-foot-
1, 195) and Briar England 
(5-foot-11, 195) rotating 
in.

The linebacking corps 
has Burgess as a return-
ing starter, plus Dunkle 
and Higgins are moving 
from DE to LB. Martin 
will helped out, as will 
French and senior Dalton 
Burnette (5-foot-7, 165).

In the secondary, Wil-
liams and Green return 
at the corners, while 
sophomore Aib Bates 
(5-foot-8, 140) is working 
in.

The last line of defense 
will be safeties Harz, the 
area’s leading tackler 
last year with 110, and 
freshman Ryan Cronan 
(5-foot-9, 170), who will 

replace Lamb as a deep 
man.

“Cronan has been a 
good surprise this fall,” 
Brewer assessed. “He’s 
come in with a good atti-
tude and work ethic. We 
already expected him to 
get some snaps at safety 
on Fridays, but now he’ll 
have to play a bigger 
role.”

“With just 10 seniors 
and eight juniors, I 
know you will hear a lot 
of names over and over 
because we are expecting 
them to make a major 
contribution,” he added 

“We play in a tough 
region. We start (the 
region) on the road at 
Marion County (Sept. 6) 
and fi nished with anoth-

er road game at Tyner 
(Nov. 1).

“Outside the region, 
we open at Copper Basin 
(Aug. 23), then Silverdale 
comes in for our home 
opener (Aug. 30).

“We also play at Meigs 
County (Oct. 25) and 

Loudon (Sept. 27), plus 
host Sweetwater (Oct. 
11) and McMinn Cen-
tral (Sept. 13),” Brewer 
related.

“It will be strange to 
see the Davises come in 
here in ‘that blue’ and be 
on the visitor’s sideline.”

From Page D3

From Page D4

RAIDERS: Looking for continuous improvement

ENGINEER: New engineer takes over Big Red Train
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2019 CLEVELAND BLUE RAIDER COACHES
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2019 POLK COUNTY WILDCAT COACHES

2019 Football Schedule
Cleveland Blue Raiders

Aug. 23 at Knox Central           7:30
Aug. 30 Hardin Valley              7:30
Sept. 6 Maryville*                7:30
Sept. 13 at Soddy-Daisy           7:30
Sept. 20 Heritage*                7:30
Sept. 27 Open
Oct. 4 at Bradley Central*     7:30
Oct. 11 at Shelbyville              8
Oct. 18 at McMinn County*     7:30
Oct. 25 at Wm Blount*             7:30
Nov. 1 Ooltewah*                7:30
* Region 2-6A opponents

2019 Football Schedule
Polk County Wildcats

Aug. 23 at Copper Basin        7:30
Aug. 30 Silverdale               7:30
Sept. 6 at Marion County*     8
Sept. 13 McMinn Central         7:30
Sept. 20 Tellico Plains*            7:30
Sept. 27 at Loudon               7:30
Oct. 4 Open
Oct. 11 Sweetwater               7:30
Oct. 18 Bledsoe County*       7:30
Oct. 25 at Meigs County*       7:30
Nov. 1 at Tyner Academy*    7:30
* Region 3-2A opponents
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have talent to do both.”
Defensive coordinator 

Harvey has been busy 
installing the Stacks 
Defense he used at 
Sequatchie County. The 
system is designed to be 
used with the Cover 3 
Defense which gives extra 
run support. 

Being in a Cover 3 
shell gives us extra run 
support,” Akins offered. 
“We’ve got some talent 
in Lane Miller and Sky 
Craig and Spence Jack-
son. We also have a cou-
ple of young guys who 
went through the rein-
stall and know what’s 
going on. We’ve got some 
secondary guys who can 
cover those deep thirds.”

As far as depth, the 
Mustangs will be deeper 
than they have been in 
recent years, although 
not at every position. 

The plan is to have a 
Mustang or two who can 
step in at any needed 
receiver position.

“That’s a really valuable 
kid because if anybody 
goes down we can plug 
that kid in anywhere,” 
Akins said. “Defensively, 
we are building seven to 
eight linebackers that can 
play. We’ve probably got 
six defensive linemen that 
can play. We’re looking at 
probably four to fi ve cor-

ners and safeties. There is 
depth everywhere. On the 
off ensive line we’ve prob-
ably got seven to eight 
kids who can be Friday 
night kids before the end 
of camp.”

With the current 
Tennessee Second-
ary Schools Athletics 
Association breakdown 
of regions and district 
guaranteeing the Mus-
tangs a playoff spot win 
or lose, Akins said it is 
simply not enough just 
to be in the postseason.

“We’ve already made the 
playoff s and that’s great, 
but what is our real goal? 
Why don’t we make a goal 
to host a playoff  game 
instead of just make the 
playoff s? That’s where our 
mind is, especially with 
with our schedule and 
looking at our depth,” he 
said. “I think we’ve got 

a chance to go into our 
schedule and see some 
success if we do what we 
are asked to do.

“I think the biggest 
thing right now we are 
hoping for is defi ning 
success. We want to 
make sure we play out of 
love for each other. We’re 
not worried about wins 
and losses. I believe if we 
do what we are coached 
to do and we can run the 
ball and stop the run and 
we can block and we can 
tackle, play out of love 
for each other; If you do 
those things it will turn 
into wins. The wins and 
losses will take care of 
themselves if you do 
what you are coached to 
do. Our focus is to make 
sure we are doing what 
we have to to to make 
ourselves as great as we 
can be.”

From Page D4

MUSTANGS: Akins has vision 
of success for Mustangs
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2019 WALKER VALLEY MUSTANG COACHES

2019 Football Schedule
Walker Valley Mustangs

Aug. 23 at Knox Karns             7:30
Aug. 30 Bradley Central          7:30
Sept. 6 Rhea County*             7:30
Sept. 13 Open
Sept. 20 at White County         8
Sept. 27 Cumberland County  7:30
Oct. 4 at Lenoir City*            7:30
Oct. 11 at Marion County       8
Oct. 18 East Hamilton             7:30
Oct. 25 Loudon                7:30
Nov. 1 at Soddy-Daisy*         7:30
* Region 4-5A opponents

(423) 472-7296 • www.poseygun.com
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BACK ROW: Shandra Burnett, FNP; Christy Kensey, FNP; Brittany Hamby, FNP; Linda 
Melton, FNP; Donna Bearden, FNP; Shannon Hayes, FNP; Honor Hightshue, FNP 

FRONT ROW: Hyman Kaplan, MD; Lee Perry, MD; Marc Cromie, MD; Todd Levin, MD; 
Jennifer Patel, MD

423.899.0431 • ChattanoogaAllergyClinic.com

Cleveland · Dalton · Downtown · Erlanger Wellness Center

Ft. Oglethorpe · Hixson · Kimball · Lee Hwy 

• Asthma

• Anaphylaxis

• Respiratory Allergy

• Hay Fever

• Sinus Disease

• Latex Allergy

• Food Allergy

• Eczema and Hives

• Immunologic Disease

• Insect Sting Allergy

State-of-the-art testing, treatment and education for adults and children with:

BRADLEY COUNTY’S READER’S CHOICE!
W E  A R E  H O N O R E D  T O  B E  S E L E C T E D

423.479.4541

877.541.4542

Athens:
423.744.8688

Dayton:
423.775.7077

Knoxville:
865.394.9361

Greenback:
865.986.7885

Chattanooga:
423.238.9895

B
 C

“CONCRETE” THE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
BRADLEY CONCRETE

340 DURKEE RD., CLEVELAND, TN

scrimmage, plus he had a pair of QB 
sacks and a takeaway.  

Also stepping into the starting 
lineup in the middle will be junior 
Camden Creighton (5-foot-9, 185) at 
“Will” linebacker.

“He’s not very big kid, but he reads 
his keys. He does all the little things 
right,” related Floyd. “He got pretty 
good speed. We feel like if our front 
can keep offensive linemen off of 
him, he’ll have a chance to make a lot 
of tackles. He’s so dependable. With 
our athletes in the secondary (where 
he would normally play), we had to 
find a place to get him on the field.”

Patrolling the outside of the sec-
ond line of defense will be junior 
Braydon Clark (5-foot-11, 190) and 
surprise freshman Gage Anderson 
(6-foot-1, 210).

“Athletically, (Braydon) Clark pro-
vides us with strong, fast presences 
on the outside. He can make a lot of 
plays out in space,” the Bear com-
mander explained.

“Anderson is one of the fastest 
kids on the team. As a freshman he 
has a lot to learn quickly. He is very 
impressive,” said Floyd. “Everyday 
in practice, it’s come to the point we 
have to have him on the field.”

Also helping out at linebacker will 
be junior Tucker Thompson (6-foot-2, 
210), “who is a guy that will back up 
all of them. If he goes in, we can move 
Cam back outside,” the coach stated.

With two of his three returning de-
fenders in the secondary, Floyd feels 
good about the Bear pass coverage.

“We have some very good athletes 
with a lot of speed back there, which 
should be able to give us good cover-
age” the Bear mentor declared.

On the corners will be senior Davion 
(Dunn) Horton (5-foot-11, 165), a re-
turning starter, and junior Javon Burke.

“Davion has good length, plus he 
has added 30 pounds during the 
offseason, which hasn’t slowed him 
down a bit,” explained Floyd.

“Javon (Burke) is very athletic. We 
feel like he’s a guy we can put on any 
receiver we face and he’ll be able to 
cover them.”

The last-line of defense will be 
handled by senior Tucker Still (5-
foot-10, 175) at strong safety and 
sophomore Aiden McClary (6-foot-1, 
180) at weakside.

“This is Tucker’s second year 
starting, but he also played a lot as a 
sophomore,” Floyd stated. “His older 
brother Cason was a really good 
safety for us for three years. He’s a 
lot like Cason.

“He’s has really good speed. He’s 
really smart. He’s going to get us 
lined up. He knows what we like to 
do against different formations. He’s 
the QB of our defense.”

Still had 36 solo tackles in his 44 
total hits last season, plus he had a 
takeaway.

“McClary is a three-sport athlet-
ic (basketball, baseball also). He’s 
a long, athletic kid. He just gets it. 
He’s an athlete. He covers a lot of 
ground back there,” assessed the 
coach, who said McClary is also the 
Bear backup QB.

“All our receivers will play defensive 
back also — Tray (Curry), Saylor (Clark), 
(Kannon) Hall, (Deshun) Thomas.”

SPECIAL TEAMS
Bradley is also having to replace 

their kickers this season due to 
Standifer and Clay Shoemaker grad-
uating.

Standifer led the area in punt-
ing with a 36.1-yard average, while 
“Shoe” was tops in the county last 
season with 10 touchbacks on kick-
offs, plus split the uprights on 35 
extra points and a field goal. He 
finished his Bradley Central career 
accounting for 142 points — eight 
field goals, 118 extra points.

Taking over the place kicking 
duties will be senior Isaac Vaughn. 
“He’s Ethan’s (Vaughn) brother and 
new to us this year. He’s a soccer 
player,” related Floyd.

Brayden Clark and Carpenter are 
battling for the starting nod as the 
punter. “They are both killing the 
ball in practice. They are high and 
they are long,” related the Bear 
coach.

From Page D9

DEFENSE: ‘Black Hole Defense’ 
has plenty of holes to fi ll
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